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I venture to. bring forward deal mainly with the
years from 1873 to 1880, but extend a little before
and after that date.

The physical conditions which accompany and
affect what we call genius are obscure, and have
hitherto attracted little but empirical notice. It is
impossible not to see that the absolutely normal man
or woman, as we describe normality, is very rarely
indeed an inventor, or a seer, or even a person of
remarkable mental energy. The bulk of what arc
called entirely " healthy " people add nothing to the
sum of human achievement, and it is not the average
navvy who makes a Darwin, nor the typical daughter
of the plough who develops into an Elizabeth Barrett
Browning. There are probably few professional men
who offer a more insidious attack upon all that in
the past has made life variegated and interesting
than the school of robust and old - fashioned
physicians who theorise on eccentricity, on varia-
tions of the type, as necessarily evil and obviously
to be stamped out, if possible, by the State. The
more closely we study, with extremely slender
resources of evidence, the lives of great men of
imagination and action since the beginning of the
world, the more clearly we ought to recognise that
a reduction of all the types to one stolid uniformity
of what is called " health" would have the effect of
depriving humanity of precisely those individuals